


What is c.r.e.t.a. rome?

The Italian word for clay "creta" seemed perfect to express our commitment to 

creating an international reference point for ceramics and the arts in the eternal 

city of Rome. What material better expresses the timelessness of art? Moreover, 

taken as an acronym, it spells out our main activities: ceramics, residencies, 

exhibitions, teaching & the arts. c.r.e.t.a. rome was created to serve as a point of 

encounter for international exchange between artists, collectors, donors and the 

public.



History

Founded in 2012, c.r.e.t.a. Rome has hosted more than 140 artists in 

residence in the past seven years, with applicants from 37 different 

countries including Australia, the U.K., Ireland, South America, 

Canada, Europe, Scandanavia, Asia, the Middle East and the USA. 

c.r.e.t.a. Rome has promoted ceramics and the arts through 

residencies, workshops, demonstrations, lectures and exhibitions. 

Participation in the Global Day of Clay, Rome Art Week and other 

initiatives expands our presence in Rome and internationally.





2015 NCECA international residency award 
winners

c.r.e.t.a. rome is honored to have been chosen for the 2015 
NCECA International Residency Partner Programs. Congrats to 
Jessica Brandl & Bryan Czibesz! 



c.r.e.t.a. rome mission statement 

Currently, our mission is devoted primarily to artist residencies for periods from one month to three months. Total 

immersion in Roman culture, both past and present, is an experience that transforms the work of artists, whether it 

be walking from their apartments to the studio or exploring the many archaeological sites, churches, and museums of 

the eternal city and beyond. Final exhibitions provide an opportunity for artists to present the work produced during 

the residency period. In addition, invited guest artists in residence come to c.r.e.t.a. rome to participate in 

collaborative projects, teach workshops, and deliver lectures and demonstrations to the Roman public. Recently, we 

have expanded our offerings to include collaboration with university programs in ceramics and the arts, providing 

ceramic facilities, instruction in fine arts and art history, internship programs and exhibition space. 





Residency 2019-2020 schedule 

• Fall 2019 residencies:
• Still one spot available

• 16 OCTOBER-19 NOVEMBER

• Fall 2020 residencies:
• Deadline 15 May 2020

• 2 SEPTEMBER-6 OCTOBER
• 7 OCTOBER-10 NOVEMBER

• 211 NOVEMBER-15 DECEMBER

• Spring 2020 residencies:
• Deadline 15 October 2019

• 17 FEBRUARY-22 MARCH
• 25 MARCH-28 APRIL

• 29 APRIL-2 JUNE

• Summer 2020 residencies:
• Deadline 15 January 2020

• 3-30 JUNE
• 1-28 JULY



Residency in Rome’s vibrant center

Our international residencies for ceramicists, 

visual artists and writers include a semi-private 

equipped studio, accommodation in the historical 

center of Rome, and technical assistance in 

procuring materials for your work, firings, etc., 

advice on museums, galleries and sites in Rome 

and beyond.



City Studio Space



City Housing 

• Housing is provided in the historical centre of Rome or across the river in Trastevere, within 15 minutes 

walking distance of the creta rome studios and are well connected to public transportation. The 

apartments give artists an opportunity to experience a typical Italian neighborhood, as well as to discover 

all the best places for pasta, pastries, and gelato.

• Housing is completely furnished with linens, blankets, and pillows. Public transportation, supermarkets, 

laundry services, and inexpensive restaurants are all within easy access. Residents are not allowed to have 

overnight guests. In our studio in the countryside, spouses/partners are allowed. Collaborative projects 

are also encouraged in the countryside residency.





Residency in the Roman countryside 

c.r.e.t.a. rome's residency in the countryside is still in Rome, but lies on 

the border with the nearest town, Anguillara Sabazia, one of three 

Medieval towns on the lake of Bracciano. The nearest train station is 

2,5km. away. We have two bikes available for resident's use. From the 

train station there are regular trains that run to Rome in about 40 mins. 

There is also a shuttle bus from the train station to the town of Anguillara

on the lake, stopping along the way at supermarkets, etc.



The residency includes accommodation in a one-bedroom house with a garden 

complete with fruit trees. This is a particularly good option for artists working on 

collaborative projects or who seek tranquility for writing. Resident artists can bring 

their spouses/companions and/or families (supplemental fee). Residents have a well-

equipped private studio. For ceramic artists, there is access to both electric and gas 

kilns, with options for reduction firing. We provide a weekly shopping run, technical 

assistance in procuring materials, firings, etc., advice on museums, galleries and sites 

in Rome and beyond.



Residency fee & additional info 

The cost of a 5-week residency in the historic center of Rome or in the 

Roman countryside is €3000; for a month-long residency, the cost is €2500. 

For collaborative projects, two artists can share the housing and studio 

space in the Roman countryside. In that case, each artist will pay a 

reduced fee of €2000 for a 5-week residency, €1850 for a month-long 

residency. Materials and firing costs are not included.



Residency application information

To apply for a residency, please submit the following 
to cretarome@gmail.com by the application deadline for each 
period. We encourage you to apply early since we review 
applications as they arrive. For the schedule of residencies, please 
see the "Schedule" sub-page under "Residencies".

• Application form 

• Curriculum vitae

• Artist statement (250 words max)

• Project proposal (500 words max)

• 10 images (jpeg or pdf) & image List: year, dimensions, material (visual artists)

• 4 short writing samples (for writers)

• Preferred residency period

• How you found us!

Application deadlines:

FALL 2019 residency 
One spot left!

SPRING 2020 residency 

15 OCTOBER 2019

SUMMER 2020 residency 

15 JANUARY 2020

FALL 2020 residency 

15 MAY 2020



Final Group Exhibition

• The final group show gives artists an opportunity to exhibit their work produced 

during the residency.

• Artists are asked to submit a proposal to participate in the final group 

exhibition at the end of each residency session to showcase their work produced 

during the residency. Promotion of the event will be provided via social media 

and e-blasts.





Collaborations with universities



Workshops



Founders Lori-Ann Touchette & Paolo Porelli 

Lori-Ann Touchette is a classical

archaeologist/art historian with degrees

from Brown, Princeton and Oxford

Universities. Since moving to Rome in

1997, she has taught and worked in the

administration of several study abroad

programs. She is the author/editor of

articles and books on Greek & Roman art,

the 18th century Grand Tour and

contemporary ceramics. Most recently,

she contributed a chapter to the new

Oxford Handbook to Roman sculpture.

Paolo Porelli received his degree in

painting at the Accademia di Belle Arti in

Rome. In 1990, he opened his own

ceramics studio. Since that time, he has

produced sculpture and functional

pottery. He has exhibited widely in

Europe, the US and China. He has been a

resident artist in Europe (Sunday Morning

@EKWC), China (Jingdezhen International

Studio, Blanc de Chine ICAA) and the US

(The Bray, Clay Studio of Philadelphia, Red

Star Studios, Woodstock Byrdcliffe Guild).


